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REvEREND BRETHREN, 


'NDEBTED ſolely, under Providence, 
to the gracious opinion of His Majeſty 

for the diſtinguiſhed ſituation in which his 
goodneſs has placed me, I can neither too 
publickly avow, nor too warmly expreſs my 
4 gratitude; which will be beſt expreſſed by an 
„„ immediate endeavour to anſwer the Pur- 
pol oles of my lat | 


- 


, Wrra this view, 1 have Gina thi earlieſt 
| opportunity of holding my primary viſitation; 
urged by my own ſenſe of duty; the reſpect 
owing to this my native dioceſe; and an 
earneſt deſire of becoming, acquainted with 


my aan 


* > Warn I conteimplace the very. ſuperior 75 
abilities of ſome who have preceded me in 
this See; when 1 reflect that it bas been 
filled 97 a e Hoadly, and a Sherlock; 
. while 


7 


898 


- » * x 
. ” * - 
% * } 


1 © 2 3 95 
Vie I foot” a veneration for their memories, 
Faunot but feel alſo a degree of awe at 
bei ing elevated into their ſeat; conſcious of 
powers which bear no proportion to theirs. 

But though I lament the inferiority of thoſe 
5 powers; yet I will not yield, even to them, 

in zeal for the honour of religion ; in atten- 

tion to the means by which it may moſt ef- 
fectually be maintained; in attachment to 
r Joſt rights of The Church of England ; 
or in Promoting t the credit of a Clergy, whoſe 
eſteem it will be my pride to obtain; who! 
truſt will interpret both my language now, 8 | 
and my conduct hereafter, with that 8 | 
which is ever the charaQteriſtic of 1 1 is 
and liberal 8 1 1 


— 


e me to affure you, Reverend 8955 ; 
. that I enter upon my office with an 
ardent with of gontributing to the general! 
welfare, and that of each individual among 
vou of being conſidered as the commoir 
friend of all; and with a determination q 
deeclining no trouble where I can be of ſet. 
vice. My ears ſhall ever be open to infor“ 
mation, and my mind to conviction. 8 
judgments both of men and things ſhall be 
ee on facts and evidence; and I wilt 

1 know 
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+ Kiiow' no difiuRtions but thoſe which reſult 
| fiom OTE: 
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A8 1 cannot either on this, or any future 


ſimilar occaſion ſatisfactorily diſcharge my 


duty without -reminding you of yours, my 


reſolution is,-never to ſele& auy curious topic 


” of ſpeculation, unconnected with the valuable | 
purpoſes of theſe meetings; but to recall your 


attention to the foleinn engagements which 


employ it on ſuch general queſtions as the 
Importance of the Parochial Miniſter's cha- 
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. 0 the peculiar circumſtances of this dioceſe 
| 5 may demand. Little ſolicitous about the 


43 > elegance of compoſition, I am very anxious. 


to deliver my ſentiments with ſimplicity and 
freedom: : anxious that you ſhould believe 
my expreſſions flow from a real regard to- 
wards you; from a wiſh that you ſhould ne- 
' 1 BPE forget what you. awe to God, to man, 


Fou ſhould conſtantly act under the cleareſt 
pr 4 onviction how impoſſible it is for you to 
OAT promote your own intereſts, temporal and 


. eternal, by any other method ſo effectually 


as by conſcientiouſly endeavouring to diſ- 


> 


A 53 charge b 


you entered into at your ordination; to 


acer to the intereſts of religion requires, 


to yourſelves, and to your country; and that 


TY 


charge your duty. to thoſe, with whom vou 
ſtand connected by the moſt lolemn r and 
the moſt ſacred N 
5 fcſt object 5 "i * | Miniſter 
ſhould be to gain the eſteem, the affection, 95 
and the confidence of his people. The good RF 
opinion of the world will tollow of courſe. 
Without theſe his labours will bel Kitten 7 
and even his virtues ineffectual . Ditficult as 
this may ſeem, and much more difficult as it 
has at times been repreſented, it is yet fag. -; 
ceaſier than is too commonly ſuppoſed. Ihe 
pains which he may beſtow on the acquiſitions, | 
will be amply repaid by perſonal comfort and T 
public benefit, the moſt valuable advantages . 
that a good mind would wiſh to derive from 
the application which it owes asa debt of juſtice _ * — 
to others. Mankind are neither ſo perverſe 
nor ſo ungrate ful as not to feel in ſome degree 
that merit which is exerted. i in their ſervice; 3 
and though perhaps they may neither ac 
knowledge uor improve by it as they ought; # 
yet they will internally reverence the ſteady = " 
ſober, Chrifttar zeal which they perceive ani 4 1 
mating the labours of their Miniſter to make 
them ef and happy. Our paſſions miſ- 
guide our c cealonings on this as well as every | 
2 be | EEE other | 


3 
ä 


A 


"IR * 


other ſubje S; they give their own colouring 


to our opinions; and incline us to adopt too 
readily a contrary ſu ppoſition from the 8 
which It offers to our indolence. 


Tur immediate or univerſal ſucceſs 
ould attend the moſt active, the beſt di- 
rected pains, is what neither Reaſon nor Re- 
velation leads us to expect; but there is the 


bigheſt authority for believing that perſe- 


verance in paſtoral duty, as well as every other 
ſpecies of well-doing, will finally attain its 
a and that, in the end, the true?“ La- 


* bourer in the Lord's harveſt, if he faint | 
« not, will certaiuly reap.” Oh, 


” 
* 
5 
74 


99 Semen bis ann; bapppicls; and the religi- 
ous improvement of thoſe whom Providence 


has conſigned to his care, depend upon the 


opinion which they entertain of his heart and 
underſtanding ; upon the ideas which they 
„form of his character as a man, and his be- 
9 7 haviour 2 46 2 Clergyman; 3 upon the proofs | 


ich they diſcover of attention or of negli- 


gence f in his private life aud public miniſtra- 
tions; how careful ought he to be in all theſe 
points! ! how ſolicitous, in the energetic. | 
e of the ordiuation ſervice, that nei- 

| 1 her 


4 
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0 6 Is. 
ther be bicaſelf . nor 1 the ciuſe PI wo 
others offend !. The reflection that his utility, 
and the very exiſtente of religion among them, 
depend on the favourable impreſſion which 

bis people receive from his conduct, muſt 
dictate and enforce ſuch a temper and ſuch 
behaviour as will gain their eſteem by con- 
vincing them that he is in reality what his 
appointment to their parifh implies, and 
what he has ſo ſolemnly promiſed to be, 
their fpiritual director, adviſer, and friend ; 
_ exemplifying in his own life and manners 
the Chriſtian doQrines which he reaches, * 19 7 ; 
and the. Chriſtian virtues which he e 13 
; mends to them. JJ v/\ nn 


| As „ in fulkttiog the engagernents, ; 
whick he virtually made at his inſtitution Lb 

will operate moſt powerfully in his favour, þ 
ſo an inattention to them will inevitably i in- 

jure him in the opinion of his people. If 
they ſee him lead an idle trifling life, they 
will deſpiſe b both his perſon and inſtructions. 
I do not mean that every moment of bet 

> 5 0s! ſhould be employed in the concerns of 

huis pariſh. - All juſt allowances muſt be 
made for thoſe neceflary. avocations, thoſe | 
| reaſonable. relaxations, ares the ſtate. of hu- YT 
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tat 


man nature requires, and the Goſpel permitse 65 


but the largeſt portion of his time, thoughts, 


and endeavours, ſhould be directed to the dif- 


| ah f juſt ſpirit of Religion among his 


people, to the: convincing them of the folly - 


as well as of the wickedneſs of fin ; that while 


ut precludes them from the joys of a future 


world, it is ſure to injure their moſt valuable 


intereſts | in this; and that, if they wiſh to be 


happy, even in This life, © they muſt be me 


* Ir r NEss incapacitates the Pariſh Prieſt for 


a due diſcharge of every part of his impor- 


tant office: which ranks among the very 


lie of the office to the benefit of the Com- 


performance of the work that he has under- 
taken. The employment to which he has, 
under the ' moſt facred vows, dedicated him- 
felf, is reclaiming the vicious, awakening the 


1 Hue. ſatisfying the doubtful, ſtreugth- 
5 Dangle the wake recovering the fallen, 5 


eing uſeful to all. 


An the State, if rank be eſtimated by the of 


munity. The exertion of all his powers, 
of all his induſtry, is requiſite for the due 


A 


To attain i important Gee a his 


Miniſtry, and. to make * People ſenſible 5 
"Une 
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that he is not 'inaQive in their ſervice, he 
__ muſt ſtudy their diſpoſitions, obſerve the vices 
ts moſt prevalent among thein, try to diſcover 
and apply the remedies. Public inſtruction 


„ alone: will. never ſo thoroughly gain the af- 


and diſcreetly given. He will ſoon perceive 
the beneficial conſequences reſulting from 
ſuch a plan of conduct; they are too obyious 


| to require a diſfinct ſpecification ; 2 they Will 
more than compenſate for any trouble yhich | | 


A they may coſt ; by the reſpe& and infft 
Wich they will create; by the wonderful 1 


 <cility which they will give to all his ended 8 | 
: vours ; by the pleaſing approbation of his own 


| : mind; q 82 by 206 . wy God. 


| ments as to degenerate ito worldly- miudech 
neſs. This vice (for a vice it cer tainly 1 is in a 
Clergyman) tends equally with the former to 
diminiſh his weight with his people; to pre- 


4 
pe 


fections and better the hearts of bis people, 
as to make them what he muſt wiſh them to 

be, either for their happineſs, or his own, if 
it be unaſhiſted by private advice faſonably 


4 „en to e is | pidbvity miſem- 
eto on improper objects, and purſued to 
ſuch an exceſs in Procuring ſecular emolus , 


1 clude all means of doing them ſervice; and 
_ 5 : ET 6 eventually, 


„„ K 
W to defeat the effects of any good 


qualities he may chance to poſſeſs. Let me 
not be miſunderſtood, It is the too eager, the 


| ; "heir lot, if they were debarred from thoſe 


j other ſituation of life are ſure to acquire, 


| mindedneſs, which was the object of my re- 
flection, peculiarly diſqualifies the Clergyman 
for the efficacious diſcharge of his function; 
it contracts the mind, inſtead of enlarging it 
to the full meaſure of that extenſive bene vo- 
lence which the Goſpel ſo engagingly incul- 
cates; it betrays him into a variety of mean- 
Gruen W his character, and ſinks him 
— — . below 


inordinate love of this world; that love of it 
which interferes with known acknows , 
6 ledged duty, againſt which this caution is 
evelled; not againſt the reaſonable advantages | 
to which the Clergy in common with the 
reſt of mankind are entitled from their pro- 
feſſion. The dedication of their time and 
| talents to the ſervice of God, and the good 
_ oh his creatures, has its claim to ſomething 
F mort than bare ſupport ; to a juſt proportion 
1 worldly comforts with the reſt of their fel- 
low” citizens. For hard indeed would. be 


Advantages which the induſtrious! in every 


"Doo rhis anda diſpoſition of worldly- | 
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. that eſtimation, . TY his would. 
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ſupport; and ex; ofes him to that diſlike and 
\ _ contempt, which, if he is not callous to every 
| finer ſentiment of humanity, | he muſt both 
feel and en. . | 


omprehended all that relates'to the general 
conduct of each individual towards his peo- 
ple: They preſcribe the rules for forming 
3 uw and behaviour, and Daw Ns 


— ee eee 
* * = 
« x 
LI 
* 
» £2. 
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_ preſerve his dignity or uſefulneſs, he muſt 


Geng b two re extremes may 1 


an the eee hich the oat of our E 
meeting, the aſſembly itſelf, the ſpeaker, * 
the place, demand, if I hint to the younger 
part of my audience (and it originates not 
| from particular, but from general obſervation,) 

the neceſſity of attention to that decent, b 
coming ſimplicity of dreſs and apparel, 1 
which the Church of England enjoins her 
Miniſters to obſerve, which ſtrikes the eye of = 


. - every beholder, and which, in conjunction 1 
With the * influence of the higher 
; branches 15 3 


. | 
branches of duty, will conciliate the opinion 
of their o own prope, and the world at barges 


Tus high effects of e whatever 
can leſſen the credit of the Parochial Mini- 
ſter, and of ſteadily purſuing a contrary plan, 
will not be confined within the limits of our 
own communion; they will extend to thoſe | 
who differ from us either in the eflentials of 
faith, or in their mode of worſhip, and the 
fundamentals of Church government; Who 
f charge the Parochial en, ht with not A RP . 


thelr Mitte and Wack theta to enges 8 | 
ordinances of the Church. The intem- 


ory perate aſperity of our enemies betrays indeed 


the ſource bf their antipathies, but does not 
leſſen the juſtneſs of their objections to ſuch 
defects as really exiſt. May God grant that 
all of us in our ſeveral ſtations may endeavour 
to remove the grounds of any juſt objections, 
and to avoid even the appearance of evil! May 
he induce each of us in our ſeveral ſtations to 5 
bring this matter home to our own breaſts; 
and to aſk ourſelves theſe ſerious queſtions! 


Have I conſcientiouſly diſcharged my oy as 
+ a Mi- 


il 4 Miniſter of Chrig 3 "IR I by n „ 

er wortdly- mindedneſs, by levity of beh.: 

4 viour, by undue attachment to the pleaſures ; 1 
1 and: the gaieties of life, by any inattentivee 
4 or precipitate performance of my publie mi- 1 

B niſtrations, or by any other vice or fault, 

I given advantage to thoſe who ſeek advantage 
- againſt me? May not indifference and luke- 
== * Wwarmneſs in me, in the ſupport aud extenſion * 

= of genuine righteouſneſs, have been in pre- 

= tence, if not in reality, one cauſe of diflcut, a 

| N Ken or enthuſiaſm? - „„ 

Let it not here be ved that I; ig end 

1 hre where I only mean caution. IWiſh 

| | to put all upon their guard againſt opi ons, | 

" Which Were they once to obtain unte 8 Ns ? 

 _ would ſubvert every thing valuabld n 1 2 
1 ſociety, in goverument, and in Religiofl. “ W | 

| But though we ſhould exert our diligence 1 


to prevent our people's being infected by the 
abſurd and pernicious notion» to which I have- 
\-aMluded, we ſhould ſhew all. poſſible tender- 
neſs to thoſe who maintain them. We may 
then perhaps in the event perſuade them, 
(we ſhall certainly perſuade others,) that it is 
«their opinions alone which we oppoſe; and 
1 "they, 0 are not to far gone in irreligion or 
| VVV enthufiaim, 
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: enthuſiaſ, may be .regained to the ane as 
it is in Chriſt Jeſus. And. what may juſtly 


merit our moſt ſerious confideration, if they 
gain prolclytes by applying their zeal to falſe 


objects, we ſurely may with equal lucceſs 


counteract their attempts, by directing it 


; temperately, ſteadily, and judiciouſſy to true 


ones. Should there among thoſe ' who 
hear me be any who have adopted the 


opinions hinted at, and who make them 
the ſtandard of their faith and practice. they 


will allow me with the tenderneſs of a man, 


Who pities their miſtakes, to remind them 
5 5 they do not ſufficiently diſtinguiſh in 


ding the New Feſtament, and applying 
language, between men and things in the 


_ Sifancy of the Goſpel, aud its preſent ſtate; 
between the apoſtolical powers aud their 


Own. They unhappily forget that the ex- 
traordinary operations of the Holy Spirit 


have long ſince ceaſed; that its ordinary 


effects are conſiſtent with our free agency 3 
are not manifeſted in fancied. impulſes or 
1maginary calls, but in the more certain 


evidence of its fruits, a good life. They 


forget that to ſtretch themſelves beyond 
their proper line, and to intrude into the 


province of other mans, is unauthoriſed and 


Un War- 


V+ 


1 W 
vnwwarrantable; ſinee every nie is ac. > 
- countable to his Great Maſter for the truſt | 
committed to his charge. They ſhould re- 
member likewiſe, that by unſettling the 
minds of their followers as to public order and 
= civil obedience, as to Chriſtian virtue and 
| good works; they retard inſtead of advan- 
eing the cauſe they would be thought moſt 
3 5 anxiouſly to ſerve: and, finally, let them 
2 reflect while the beſt friends of Revelation 
behold with concern the injuries it receives 
through their errors, what triumph. they? 
afford to its moſt. inveterate enemies. „ 
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The topics « on hie 1 have - bithen in- 1 
fi ſted pref! uppoſe reſidence on your reſpe& | 15 3 ; 
cures. New to my preſent ſituation, + _ _ 
unappriſed of the ſtate of reſidence in the Y 
H dioceſe, my fentiments cannot be onlidered « IM 
. ariſing from doubt or miſtruſt. 1 hope 
cao find it what 1 earneſtly with,” for your 
| own credit, for that of your order, for the 
benefit of your people, for the expectations 
of the world. Reſidence neceſſarily reſults 
from the very idea of an eſtabliſhed Clergy. 
15 The manſion, the glebe, the endowment, 
manifeſt the intention of the founders of 
n and of the Legillature. The pious 
5 ET = | ä 
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views of the former were confirmed by the 

_ civil wiſdom of the latter; each diſcerning 

that the real purpoſes of religion could never 

be promoted but by a reſident Clergy. Co- 

gent as theſe motives muſt be on worthy 
- minds, there are others which will affect 

them ſtill more powerfully ; the ſolemu en- 


gagements expreſsly ſtipulated at ordination, 
and Wut at inſtitution-. 


The ſubſtitute, ef pecially the tem porary or 
© 20 ional one, can never with equal efficacy 
ag ſupply the abſence of his principal. Can the 
=. - ſubſtitute have fo deep an intereſt in the affec- 

; tion or the religious concerns of the pariſh as 
the appointed Miniſter? Can he enter ſo pro- 
- <a perly, or with the ſame weight, into many of 
the moſt important parts of Parochial duty? 
Can his public or his private inſtructions, 
can his ſecret exhortations and admonitions | 
(that eſſential branch of the paſtoral office), 
flow from the ſame accurate knowledge of the 
perſons addreſſed, and from which alone they 2 
can derive their efficacy? Can the ſame relief 
be adminiſtered to the neceſſities of the poor? _ 
Can there be the ſame interpoſition to prevent 5 
dor accommadate diſputes ? Can that variety of 
mutual good « WIN e which give ſuch 
E ; „ R 
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( as 3 
rotped to the Paſtor, ſuch comfort to ts © 
Flock? „ „„ Tos 
Wan 1 be advanced on this ſubject | 
weill not be miſunderſtood as extending in- 
| diſerminately to all incumbents, but muſt 
from its nature be varied according to the ex- 
| nigence of each caſe. The opportunity of 
making every benefice an adequate proviſion 
for the Miniſter was unhappily : and 1 irretriev- 5 
ably loft at the Reformation. The poverty 
of ſome livings therefore does not allow the 
reſidence of a diſtint miniſter in all, The 
evil under ſuch circumſtances muſt however 
be remedied as far as it will admit; The 
who accept a plurality of benefices are a. 
to divide their time and labours; at leaſt, c 
_cafionally to viſit each; and compenfate for 
_ their abſence by every method in their 
Power; eſpecially by the choice of a proper 
Curate. It is almoſt ſuperfluous to add, that 
no motives ſhould influence this choice but 
the fitneſs of the petſon, and the bod. * 
mew . 1 
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| 25 So man y Peres in conveniences accrue from 
the practice of introducing Curates from other 


| dioceſes without teſtimonials, without notice, 
„„ 
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5 * without n of Letters of Orders, 
___ that I muſt intreat your attention to the fol- 
e regulation: > | 


Lad 


monial and letters of Orders. 732 


tention in wiſhing to eſtabliſh this regulation. 


45 Ti AT. 10 Curate: be employed from ano- 
ther dioceſe unleſs the incumbent aſſure me 
under his hand that he is previouſly ſatisfied, 
from actual examination, with the teſti» | 


. Norns, 1 truſt, dls ene my in- 


It is not only founded in law, but in the ob- 


vious advantages, which reſult from it. The 
bare mention will ſuggeſt the propriety of a 
© Biſhop's being informed, who ſerves every 

church in his dioceſe. His 1 ignorance as to 


this point may be productive of the following 
conſequences; men unequal to the duty, 


men of bad characters, nay, men unordained, 

may officiate. Any precaution on this laſt 
head one could have . hoped. needleſs, had 

not the frequent inſtances of. impoſition ren- 
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To obviate thy difficulties, t to nk can- 


Aidates for orders are expoſed, from ignorance 
of 5 this Papers, which jo are to tranſmit to 
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me; andtd aft the . of the youn · 
ger Clergy, as to the modes of proceeding be- 
fore and after in ſtitution, previous to obraining 
licences, and other points of a ſimilar nature; 

Lhave collected into one view, and printed 
for chain AY all the different requiſites, which 
I have 
in this inſtance, as it is my wiſh to do in 
every other, when in my power, conſulted 


either the law demands, or I expect. 


the caſe and convenience of my Clergy, by 
an endeavour to promote a ſpirit of order and 


"regularity, without which no buſinefs, whe- 
5 an public ar Private, can be. carried on. 


5 * doubt Id able, in 8 3 
. - evidence of ſome of the moſt inconteſtible ana 
_  elearcſt rights of the Clergy have occaſionally = 
been involved, from the neglect of accurately 
making, and: regularly * authentic 
cterriers in The Biſbop's Regiſtry, has 
me to recommend and facilitate the drawing 
df them up. in a. preſcribed! form. The eaſe 
with which-it may be done, and the benefits 
Which your ſucceſſors may poſſibiy derive 
from lights which you give, incline me to 


hope that yon will readily comply mall» - 


induced 


requeſt which can have no motive but the 
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CUE 
Tus reverſal by the Houſe of Lords of 
* judgements of the courts of Common 
Pleas and King's Bench, both of which held 
themſelves bound, in conformity to a ſeries 
of determinations, to pronounce general bonds 
of reſi: ignation legal, is an event, on which I 
cannot but congratulate not only the whole 
body of the Clergy but every friend to de- 
cency, every well-wiſher to religion of oY 
| perſuaſion, The limits to which I muſt con- 
fine myſelf will not permit me to enter into 
this ſubject, in the preſent moment, further 
than to touch upon the ſituation in which : 1 
\ pon bond of reſignation might place the 
perſon who was ſo unadviſed as to give one. 
a Though the queſtion previous to this decifioh 
was in fact a queſtion of conſcience and not of 
law, yet the long-eſtabliſhed ſanction of Weſt 
minſter Hall induced the preſentee too fre- 
quently to liſten to the reaſoning of his 
lawyer, and the authority of courts, rather 
than to the ſuggeſtions of his own mind, and 
whe interpretatious of his own underſtanding, 
with regard to the oath n Simony. 
Blinded by the Aattering purſuit of immediate 
poſſeſſion of an unexpected benefice, oppreſſed 
. perhaps by poverty, and urged by the call of 
a numerous family, he did not conſider the 
6 85 hh "0:3 8 | 1 


1 . | 

guilt which: he incurred; did not foreſee the 1 
future inconveniences to which he was ex» 
poſed, nor the penalties and the loſs of re- 
putation to which he was ſubject. From the 
inſtant he accepted inſtitution, fetterred by 
a general bond, he was taken out of the pro- 
tection of the law; and, inſtead of holding 
his benefice as a freehold, he held it at the 3 
bitrary will of another, on terms of abſolute 
ſubmiſſion and implicit obedience, He was 
precluded from the diſcharge of many of the 

various duties incident to the miniſterial of- 
ice; from the preaching of doctrines which the 
maſter of his fortune diſliked; from the in- 
culcating of virtues which he never practiſed; * 
from the reproof of vices to which he was 
notoriouſly addicted ; and who expected, in 

addition to all this, the ſacrifice of every 

right, and every comfort, which an uncon- 
ditional preſentation confers. But the moſt 
liberal conceſſions, and the moſt wade. | 
compliances, were inſufficient to ſecure a per- 
manent continuance in the living, the inſtant _ © 

the patron wiſhed to enrich himſelf by the 

_  fale, He had then only to demand an im- 

mamediate avoidance. The wretched Clerk 

was compelled to ſubmit, and to return 

to his primeval poverty; bereaved 4 

_ character 
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character, the approbation of. his own heart, 
and the n of the world. a HORN 


In all that L habe now lahme to your eon · 
ſideration, Reverend Brethren; in any meaſure 


” 


| which I may hereafter purſue in the relation, 


which Ihavethehonourto bear you; beperſuaded 
that I ſhall be actuated by no motive but an 


unaffected zeal for your welfare, the good of 
the Dioceſe, and the promotion. of Religion. 
' Your intereſts and mine are inſeparable ; and 
weſhould unitedly co-operate in one common 
cauſe, the moral improvement of mankind, 


the diſcountenancing of vice, the recommen- 


dation of Virtue, with all the. additional ad- 
vantages, which ſhe derives from the JanQions. 


of the Golpel. oY = e : E 


1 ever chene Was a period in the qunals . 
this country, at which it was more peculiarly 
incumbent on. the Clergy © to take heed to 

their ways,” it is the preſent. Shameleſs pro- 
| fligacy, avowed libertiniſm, infidelity, and 

ſuperſtition in every ſhape, are making a moſt 
alarming progreſs. The only human means 
by which theſe actual evils may be removed, 
or the impending miſchiefs which reſult from 
them averted, are che lives and the labours of 
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— If we conſider our reſpeclivs 
ſituations iu the Church as producing ſuch an © | 
income, on which we may live as laymen, 7 
without regarding the ſpiritual offices an- 
nexed, and for the conſcientious diſcharge of 
whirhi it is the: appointed recompence ;. if by 

- idlenets and levity on the one hand, or an 
-* immoderate attachment to the emoluments of 
=_ This liſe an the other, we appear to have re- 
—_ nd all Soong of a better; we ſhall 
= protection of Heaven, and the eſ- 
term of the good, while we ſtand NO | 
ou eee ee. Ke = „ 
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2 Bor iv we n fiedy/and: act. as 6 meſh, 
| the principles of. the Goſpel; if we adopt 
them into our lives and manners; form. them 
into habits of Chriſtian virtue ; make them 
__ theonly rule of our conduct; forego any 
Pleaſure or any profit Which may interfere. 
with anz uniform attention to the ſpiritual 
intereſts of our people: we may then reſt aſ- 
ſured, that we ſhall have the univerſal reve- 
rence: of - mankind, The virtuous will look 
up to us with reſpect, as inſtruments in the 
hand of the Almighty, for the extenſion of - 
his kingdom vpon earth; as diffuſing the 
n of _ Ge and truth, 
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| among our fellow-creatures ; the wicked, and 


the moſt hoſtile to the Goſpel and our order, 
will be compelled to confeſs our utility in 


- exciting the hopes and alarming the fears of 


the multitude; that we ſtrengthen the au- 
thority of the magiſtrate ; and promote the 


beneficial ends of civil regulation and good 


government * the dread of a future retri- 


| bution. 5 


hes behoves us then, Reverend Brethren, 


to reflect moſt ſeriouſly on what we owe to 
our own people, to the world, to our own 
characters, to our profeſſion, and to God. 
Animated by theſe governing principles, we 


ſhall delight in a miniſtry which will prove a 
never- failing ſource of internal comfort, 


| ſpringing up in the mind, to cheer and relieve 


it under the preſſure of thoſe difficulties with 


which we muſt occaſionally ſtruggle; but 
which we ſhall be enabled to ſurmount, by 


the grace of God; by the conſcious reflection 


of having done our.beſt ; by the proſpect of 
a that reward, which we know will crown our 


moſt painful exertions in the glorious cauſeof” 


religion; and by the certainty of that ſtateof 
bliſs, which will continue. uninterrupted and 
| increaſing when this ſcene, its riches, its 
pleaſures, and its honours, ſhall be no more. 
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